
INTRODUCTION

The tremendous increase in industrial
activity during the last few decades and the release
of obnoxious industrial wastes into the environment,
have been of considerable concern in recent years
from the point of view of environmental pollution.
Paper mills are generating large quantity of effluents
as a consequence of pulping and bleaching
processes.

During this pulping process a large quantity
of black liquor is generated. The main component
of which is the lignin, that is the cause for the
coloration of water and higher biochemical oxygen
demand and chemical oxygen demand of the
effluents. Paper mills used bleaching chemicals
generally chlorine based compound to improve
brightness of paper[2]. The effluent generated from
the bleach plant, therefore having more adsorbable
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organic halide (AOX) and total organic chloride
(TOCl).

The Degree of relationship between the
variables under consideration is measured through
the correlation analysis. Thus correlation is a
statistical device which helps us in analyzing the
co-variation of two or more variables. Both the
correlated variables may be influenced by one or
more other variables. Correlation is described or
classified in several different ways. Three of the most
important ways of classifying correlation are: positive
or negative, simple, partial or multiple and linear or
non-linear.

If both the variable are varying in the
direction, i.e., if as one variable is increasing the
other also increasing or if one variable is decreasing
the other is also decreasing.
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Chemical Treatment
Basic characteristics of raw material are

that they have no free cellulose content. The
cellulose remains linked with lignin. The lignin is to
be separated from the cellulose by the process of
pulping and bleaching. As the lignin is polymeric
macromolecules, it requires drastic chemical
treatment for the separation of cellulose fiber from
the lignin. In spite of that some residual lignin
remains inside the bleached pulp [1][7]. Whereas the
raw material cotton comber and linter has many
unique characteristics having negligible lignin
content. So, it requires very less chemical treatment
for the pulping bleaching process for the removal
of lignin in the conventional paper making process.

Generally in India most of the paper mills
are adopting Kraft process for the pulping of raw
material. In the Kraft process chemical called white
liquor having composition. After pulping the pulp thus
formed are bleached to remove the residual lignin
and to make the pulp to the desired brightness [7].
Different bleaching sequences are being adopted
by different paper mills depending on the raw
material and the end product. Generally chlorine,
chloring dioxide, hydrogen peroxide and oxygen ar
being used for the bleaching process. The pulping
and bleaching process are the main process which
causes the major component of the water effluent.
The lignin causes the cellulose dark brown colour,
whereas cellulose is a colourless component.

EXPERIMENTAL

Collection of sample
The effluent generated from various

processes at the mill is segregated into two streams.
Out of which the main effluent generated by the
washing of fiber, refining and from machine
backwater which is generally called white water. The
other stream generated from the washing of
digester house is called black and yellow liquor. Both
the samples were collected separately and also
tested separately. The fiber sample recovered after
the treatment of white water and also the sludge
generated from the black and yellow liquor plant
also collected and tested separately. The effluent
samples were collected in the incubated plastic
bottles.

Analysis of Parameters
The heavy metal content of effluent apart

from Na+ and K+ ions other heavy metals like iron,
lead, mercury, copper, nickel, zinc were also
detected and suitably estimated, using Atomic
Absorption Spectrophotometer.

Calculation of Correlation
Out of several methods Karl Pearson’s

coefficient or Pearson’s coefficient is used to
calculate correlation. The Pearson coefficient of
correlation is denoted by symbol r.
ρxy = Cov (x,y) / {√(var x)*√(var y)}

Where, Cov (x,y) = ε(xy) – ε(x)* ε(y)
var x = ε(x2) – {ε(x)}2

var y = ε(y2) – {ε(y)}2

ε(x) = Σ fx / Σf
here, x = number of classes

f= frequency
ε = expected value
Cov. = covariance
Var. = variance

Correlation analysis helps us in
determining the degree of relationship between two
or more variables- it does not ell us anything about
cause and effect relationship.

In this study samples are collected and
results were analyzed and tabulated. After tabulation
correlation matrix is prepared by calculating
covariance. It shows rate of dependency. A value
varies from -1 to +1. For independent attribute it is
0 (zero), for highly correlated it is -1 and for highly
positively correlated it is +1. It is a statistical tool to
show rate of dependency and with the help of
computer application i.e. SPPS software it becomes
too easy to calculate these results.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Result of Table- 1, 2, 3 and 4 shows that
the heavy metals are present in the effluent
samples. The results show lower heavy metal
content in effluent sample than effluents of
conventional paper mills. These results show that
all are correlated to one another. Some of them
shows negative correlation and some of them
positive correlation.
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CONCLUSION

These are analyzed and they states that
the data collection for the samples collected are
correlated to one another. If one of the parameter
changes up to some level, other parameter also
changes as both are correlated to another as is

also shown in the respective tables of correlation
matrix.

Some of the parameters are related
directly and some are inversely proportional to one
another.
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